The Village Voice
Deer Park United Methodist Church May 21, 2018

Pastor’s Weekly Update:
I must say, I experienced a bit of a stunner yesterday as I was getting into my
sermon… I was talking about the prevalence of religious Revivals I witnessed as a kid
and youth growing up in Brownfield, Texas. Though many of those Revivals took place
in a big tent at the County Fairgrounds, they were sometimes held in the various local
churches around town. As I was talking I suddenly remembered some details of a
Revival we had in the church my family belonged to, the First Methodist Church… This
was sometime during the mid-1950’s; my best guess is 1956… I even remembered the
name of the evangelist that came to our church. He was accompanied by his wife, who
played the harp; the first harp I had ever seen in person. They were amazing. Though I
do not remember the substance of anything he said in his sermons, I remember him
being a dedicated servant of the Lord who was eager to talk about God’s love for all
people. I remember them telling us of their of missionary activities, especially in Japan.
His wife played what I thought must be the music of heaven. I was mesmerized. My
memories of that event have always rattled around somewhere in the back of my head,
but I - for whatever reason - never thought to “look up” or research the background of
Lawrence and Mildred (Millie) Lacour… until I got home from church yesterday. This is
what I found: two obituaries…
“The Rev. Lawrence L. Lacour, 92, a former staff executive of the former General
Board of Evangelism of the Methodist Church, died May 3, 1999.
The funeral service was held May 7 at Boston Avenue United Methodist Church,
Tulsa, Okla.
In the 1950s, Lacour served as the director of a project to establish 29 churches
in Japan before serving for 10 years at the former Methodist General Board of
Evangelism. He left that position in 1967 to become pastor at First Methodist Church,
Colorado Springs, Co., and served there for 11 years.
He became a professor of homiletics and worship at the seminary of Oral
Roberts University in 1978 and went on to pastor Boston Avenue United Methodist
Church, Tulsa. He and two other professors at Oral Roberts University founded St.
James United Methodist Church in 1982. Before retiring from the ministry in 1992, he
served as interim pastor of First United Methodist Church, Bartlesville, Okla.
Lacour also was a speaker and director of workshops on preaching and an
author.
"Larry Lacour touched a generation of young ministers, but none more deeply
than me," said the Rev. Joe Hale, top staff executive of the World Methodist
Council, Lake Junaluska, N.C. "I first met him in 1958 at a National Convocation on
Evangelism in Washington. He encouraged me to answer the call I had felt to become
an evangelist, and two years later, invited me to be the first to join the staff of a new
department of evangelists he was in the process of forming… I was so young-just two

weeks out of seminary-and very inexperienced." He said Lacour taught him and
mentored him and he was a man "whose influence continues to shape my life today."
He is survived by a wife of 64 years, Millie and two sisters…”
-United Methodist News Service
“Mildred entered Paradise on April 15, 2016. She was a harpist.
Mildred was born in Lincoln, Nebraska, on March 2, 1916, to Rev. and Mrs.
James Sullivan; they preceded her in death along with two sisters and a brother. She
was married to Dr. Lawrence Lacour, they had no children. Lawrence also preceded her
in death. She is survived by several nieces and nephews, and many friends.
Mildred attended St. Elizabeth College, John Fletcher College, Northwestern
University, and Juilliard School of Music; there she studied the harp and received two
degrees from these Universities.
In the 1950's, Dr. and Mrs. Lacour spent several years in Japan, they visited four
of the islands, 130 cities, performed in 190 concerts and established 21 Christian
Churches. Sixty-four years was spent in the ministry.
Dr. Lacour was Senior Pastor at First United Methodist Church in Colorado
Springs during the late 1960's and early 70's. Mildred was a member of the Colorado
Springs Symphony Orchestra and Summer Opera. During their missionary years, they
traveled with a 100 piece Marimba Symphony Orchestra. While in Colorado Springs,
Mildred participated in several community activities.
1980's found the Lacours in Oklahoma at Oral Roberts University. Lawrence was
a Professor of Theology; Mildred was Director of Graduate Community Life, which
included a club for graduate school's spouses and programs for the 600 children.
She followed Dr. Lacour to Bartlesville, where he was Senior Pastor, and Mildred
retired there. When Lawrence became ill and passed away, she returned to Colorado
Springs to spend her last years. In March, her 100 years was celebrated with a small
party.
Celebration of life will be June 8, 2016, at 11:00am at First United Methodist
Church Chapel, 401 N. Nevada Avenue, Colorado Springs, Colorado.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to First United Methodist Church Music
Department.”
You may wonder why I list the obituaries of two people you have most likely
never even heard of. I was only nine or ten years old when I met these dear people. A
kid. And yet I have never forgot them, or the impact they had on my life, my family, and
my church. As I stood in the pulpit yesterday it suddenly occurred to me that Larry and
Millie Lacour played a rather profound role in my development as a Christian. They
would not have known that. I never saw them again after that Revival. They would not
have known that I went on to become a Methodist minister myself. Echoing Joe Hale’s
words, “he was a man [they were a couple] ‘whose influence continues to shape my life
today.’”
Which is why I’m sharing this with you now… We seldom know the truth about
how we affect other people’s lives. It is quite obvious that Larry and Millie Lacour
played an active role in countless thousands of lives, mine included. But that was not

their agenda. Their passion was simply to share the love of God. It is a memorable
passion, with life-changing consequences.
Even a casual perusal of the “Social Media” we seem to love reveals that we are
indeed a passion-driven people. But by what passion? (Seems like a good question to
ask ourselves.)
Shalom,
Dick

SERVICE SNAPSHOTS
On Sunday…


Jean Thomas and John Gatlin helped us out as liturgist and usher.



Joyce Von Vett accompanied the hymns and Dave Bauer taught Sunday School.



Pastor Dick gave a wonderful message to the children about Pentecost and then
gave one to the rest of us.

JOYS AND CONCERNS:


Linda joy for Kim’s birthday.



Donna prayers for friends’ son who lost his thumb in an accident.



Kim prayers for cousin who has developed a very bad infection in his leg.



Frank prayers that everyone can come together to protect our children.



Jean T had a wonderful time with a friend having tea and watching the Royal
Wedding.



Pastor Dick prayers for the Royal couple and their future.



Doug J had a wonderful time this past week driving in Colorado and Utah.

BIBLE VERSES FOR NEXT WEEK:
May 27, 2018 Trinity Sunday
Isaiah 6:1-8
Psalm 29 (UMH 761)
Romans 8:12-17
John 3:1-17

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
TRANSPORTATION HELP NEEDED
Deer Park Friends, We got this request for transportation from our website, from a
woman named Carol: "Hello - My brother lives in the mountain community of Bailey
and is unable to drive. We have someone who checks in on him and helps with
groceries etc. but there are times he would like to go to a steak place he loves or to Jax
brewery. I know UBER is not in Bailey but are there any transportation services we
could us? Do you think you have any college-age students willing to earn some extra
money? Thanks!" If you can help, email Karen @ karenlougatlin@gmail.com so she
can send you contact information.

Deer Park United Methodist Church
Church Council Meeting Notes
May 20, 2018
The Council Meeting opened with a song/prayer and breakfast. Mike Moore, Council President,
brought the meeting to order. Those in attendance were Linda Zimmerman, Joyce VonVett,
Donna Bastien, Karen Gatlin, Jean Thomas, Colin Jones, Dick McPherson, Pete VonVett, Mike
Moore, Doug Jenner, and Doug Becvar.
Committee Reports:
Stewardship: Karen Gatlin presented a written update on the Stewardship Campaign.

Many thanks to Pastor Dick, Pete Von Vett, Betty Crawford, Donna Bastien, and Mike Moore
for providing excellent stewardship presentations. Thanks to the wonderful skit members. The

Council-hosted Luncheon was awesome! The month-long stewardship efforts were uplifting and
well-received by attendees.
Karen created the "thermometer" and kept track of commitment card totals throughout May. There were
calculating errors made and the actual cash pledge was $29,940. Donna Bastien indicated the total was
$31,740, but we needed to deduct the $1800 in-kind for housekeeping. We did have success in the Time
& Talent category with “sign up” posters, commitment cards, and now have a few more people willing to
serve in various capacities as church volunteers.
Donna indicated we need to seek new members to pledge and also that loose cash is not included in the
pledge thermometer.

Action: Prepare action cards for worship attendees to drop into the collection plate to
seek more attention. Also, once the attendance registration sheets are tallied, they need to
be placed in Karen Gatlin’s mail slot along with the action cards. Congregants are
encouraged to wear their name tags and the Usher will provide blank name tags to
visitors and new attendees.
Fundraising ideas discussed:
 Book & Media Sale
 Mother-Daughter Tea
 Prayer Flag ongoing project (create prayer flags, then sell locally and online)
 SERRV & Equal Exchange Holiday Sale and Ongoing In-House Sale (these sales raise some money,
but not large amounts) – Could be done in conjunction with an in-house Art & Craft Sale which
would generate more profit

Action: Continue to promote Safeway and King Sooper’s Gift Cards; 5% of purchases
are returned to DPUMC.
Action: Create a group led by Pastor Dick and Karen Gatlin to promote advertising for
church functions and outreach activities. This group will also look at reducing other nonessential costs.
Action: Discontinue paying fees to the Canyon Courier for advertising.
Finance: Donna Bastien presented the financial report for April indicating a profit of $1363.93
but this is not indicative of the current pledge. Donna stated there is not much room to cut
expenditures as we have been conservative in spending.
SPPRC: Doug Jenner finalized the Clergy and Staff Parish Relations Assessment and sent it to
the District. The next meeting will be on June 6th at 4 PM to meet with other DPUMC
employees.
Worship: It was suggested we conduct an “All Church Outdoor Service & Barbecue” on our
grounds on August 26 and promote this event in the community
Action: Leftover communion bread will not be distributed outside on our property due to
the rodent issue. It will be added to Fellowship refreshments or provided to shut-ins.

Inreach/Outreach/Stewardship: Karen Gatlin distributed the April Inreach/Outreach Report
reporting on current activities:













Women’s Bible Study – on hold for now but may resume in July and definitely in some form in the
fall. First outing is next Tuesday May 22, at Noon to Taspen’s, Conifer. Another one in July to the
Himalayan Restaurant on Bergen Pkwy., Evergreen.
Family Fun Night Early Earth Day Event & Holy Hike with Lucy – Our last Hike was great at Pine
Valley Ranch. Let’s do it again! There is also some interest in continuing a “Green Team” or earthconscious focus.
Website & Calendar – Up and running! Thanks to Lori Forden, Donna Bastien, Joyce Von Vett (and
tech support) for helping with the launch.
Photo Directory – Is available now in Sanctuary.
Dead Sea Scrolls & Jerusalem Movie – June 5th, 9:15 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. – A group of us are going and
inviting others to attend.
Pine Grove Rhubarb Festival - Saturday June 9th, 2018. Events begin at 7:30 a.m. Signup for
volunteers looks good. Karen reserved a 10x10’ booth. Linda would like ½ the booth for Face
Painting (10x5’). The In Reach team and Jean Thomas have been working on wildflower balls to give
out. Joyce obtained a Thrivent Action Card for $250. We have ordered: cups (compostable), a water
dispenser (can be used at church, too), SERRV planters. In our ½ booth, we will give away: water,
wildflower balls, church info, and VBS flyers. We will see if we can sell the SERRV planters. Karen
is donating 2 sets of Christian prayer flags (made by a mission organization in Mexico) to see if those
generate interest (for sale). Kim suggested that we make enough of the Wildflower balls to give those
packets to church visitors during spring and summer months, then return to our fire starters in the fall.
Sunday, June 17, 9:30 a.m. is the Pride Parade – The Parade will be announced during Worship
Services.
Vacation Bible School – “God Calls Us: Around the World in 5 Days” – July 23-27, 9 am - Noon
Still determining if we have enough volunteers to carry this off and into the community. So far, we
have 3 adults and 1 youth volunteer. Need 6-7 adults and 2-3 youth. Contact Karen if you can assist.
Possible Summer Youth Activities - The following ideas have been floated (among other ideas).
Haven’t received any feedback. Film on the Rocks - Tuesday, August 7 "Goonies" or Monday, August
13, "Black Panther." Invite other adults and families to attend, too? Bowling - Possible bowling at the
Wild Game, Evergreen - Kids Bowl Free Monday-Friday, 11 a.m.-4:00 p.m. all summer. Possible
Manitou Springs Outing – This could be a "family” outing – one day or overnight (at LaForet Camp).
Wichita FUMC Group – Schedule from Bruce Quantic; Arrive at DPUMC on September 20 and
depart on September 23 after Worship Services.
Bruce says they are beginning the fundraising
for the Team with a dinner on June 24 in Wichita, Kansas. Hosts are needed for the team members
and we are signing up people for kitchen crews to feed the work team.

Trustee Report: Pete reported on behalf of the Trustee Committee. Security System has arrivedinstallation pending. Rodent control continues. Colin Jones was appointed a Trustee; he will be
working on Safety and Security planning and medical training for AED/CPR (in August).
Action: First Saturday of the month will be designated as a Work Day for DPUMC
maintenance projects; next Work Saturday is June 2, 8 AM to 12 Noon
Action: Prepare list of tasks for the Wichita Work Group
The meeting adjourned with a prayer led by Mike Moore at 9:53 AM.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
A group of us are going to the Denver Museum of Nature and Science on Tuesday
morning, June 5, leaving DPUMC at 9:15 a.m. and probably returning around 3:00 p.m.
We will view the Dead Sea Scrolls Exhibit and the IMAX Jerusalem movie. If you are
interested in joining us, contact Karen Gatlin for details and costs. For information, see:
http://www.dmns.org/dead-sea-scrolls/

NEXT SUNDAY
For next Sunday, May 27, we have the following:
Liturgist – Rita Effler
Usher – Dave Effler
Sunday School – Dave or Betty
Children’s Time Fellowship – Potluck, everyone please bring a dish to share.

*We are in need of volunteers for Sundays in May/June. Sign-up sheets are available on
the table in the Fellowship Hall. See where you might be able to help out, or send an
email to the office. Thanks! Anyone that is available to sing or play for Special Music
any upcoming Sunday please let Jean, in the church office, know.
SUPPORT DEER PARK PROGRAMS & MISSION:

Click the links below to learn how you can support Deer Park UMC General Programs &
Outreach:


“Music Revival” Instrument Program



Collecting shoes for Soles for Souls



Deer Park UMC is now registered with Amazon Smile.



Use Safeway or King Soopers Gift Cards



Join the UMC Market



Share Time & Talent at DPUMC

Our Noisy Offering is being repurposed to the church’s general fund. Please drop your
extra change in the bucket at the back of the sanctuary.
THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:
I will imitate the faith of those who have gone before me.

Deer Park UMC Mission Statement Deer Park UMC is a diverse community
welcoming visitors and members of all backgrounds. Everyone is welcome! No
exceptions! is not only motto but our mission statement. We extend the open
hand of Christ’s love to any who would pass through our doors, regardless of age,
faith, creed, race, nationality, special needs, marital status, financial or social
status, gender identity or sexual orientation. We rejoice in our differences while
inviting all to join our faith journey toward greater understanding and sincere
mutual respect. No matter who you are, we’re glad you’re here!

Contact information: 966 Rim Rock Road, Bailey, CO
Send Mail to: P.O. Box 578 Pine, CO 80470
Call the church office at 303-838-6759
Deer Park United Methodist Church.

Everyone is welcome! No exceptions!
Pastor Dick McPherson: dickmcpherson@mac.com
Jean C.: 303-838-6759 (Church Office)
Website: www.deerparkumc.org
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/dpumc

