
The Village Voice 

Deer Park United Methodist Church June 21, 2018 

Pastor’s Weekly Update: 

 After my comments on the subject last Sunday, you may be 

interested in our Bishop’s response: 

Dear brothers and sisters, siblings in Christ, 

 In the news, we have seen disturbing reports and pictures of children 
being taken from their parents and placed in detention centers by our 
government. Their crime was fleeing their homeland due to violence and 
threats of death, to make a perilous journey over harsh geography to seek 
safety within our borders. 
 I remember another time a family crossed a border for similar 
reasons. When Jesus was born, Herod—who was in power—became 
threatened by the news of his birth since some were already calling Jesus 
“King of the Jews.” He sent the Wise Men to see the boy. Herod told them it 
was so that he could honor him, but he really wanted to know his 
whereabouts so he could kill him. The Wise Men, after laying their gifts 
before Jesus, were warned in a dream not to return to Herod and Jesus’ 
father Joseph was also warned in a dream to flee with his family. They 
became refugees in Egypt, where they stayed until it was safe to return 
home. When Herod learned that he had been outwitted, he ordered the 
murder of every boy in Bethlehem under the age of two. 
 This event is known as the “Slaughter of the Innocents.” Matthew 
describes the scene with a quote from the prophet Jeremiah:  
“A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel 
weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no 
more.” -Matthew 2:18 
 Can you hear Rachel weeping for her children? 
 The horror that is happening to children in our country was multiplied 
when government officials used scripture to justify these actions. We who 
follow Jesus know that God keeps widening the borders of who is in and 
who is out through Jesus’ life, teachings and ministry, Paul’s Emmaus road 
experience, and Peter’s vision. If the law is not rooted in the Love Ethic of 



Jesus, who keeps expanding our understanding of who is our brother and 
sister, it harms and invites death rather than reconciles and brings life. 
 Can you hear Rachel weeping for her children? 
 Scripture reminds us over and over again to welcome the stranger: 
Exodus 23:9 — “You shall not oppress a sojourner. You know the heart of 
a sojourner, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt. 
Leviticus 19:34 — “You shall treat the stranger who sojourns with you as 
the native among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for you were 
strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.” 
Deuteronomy 1:16 — “Give the members of your community a fair 
hearing, and judge rightly between one person and another, whether citizen 
or resident alien.” 
Deuteronomy 10:18-19 — “For the Lord your God...loves the strangers, 
providing them food and clothing. You shall also love the stranger, for you 
were strangers in the land of Egypt.” 
Deuteronomy 24:17-18 — “You shall not deprive a resident alien...of 
justice.” 
Matthew 25:31-46 — “For I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” 
Hebrews 13:2 — “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 
thereby some have entertained angels unawares.” 
 Some of us learned a lesson about how to encounter the Bible when 
we traveled to Cuernavaca last fall. For the members of the base Christian 
community we visited, bible study is more than just reading and reflecting 
on God’s word. It requires action that is transformational. The Word of God 
should intersect with the lives of God’s people, so as they read the Bible, 
they look around at what is happening in their community, then think about 
what the scripture is compelling them to do. This is followed by action. The 
community then evaluates what they did so they could learn more. And 
then they celebrate. 
 May the cries of Rachel be heard in your sanctuary. As scripture is 
read and prayers offered, may you listen for what God is asking of you and 
your community. May you respond as faithful followers of Jesus, who calls 
us to create Beloved Community—that place of love, compassion, 
connection, and justice for all of God’s children. 
        Blessings, 

        
       Bishop Karen P. Oliveto 
 



 

 

 

SERVICE SNAPSHOTS  

On Sunday…  

 Doug Jenner and Pete Von Vett helped out as liturgist and usher. Joyce Von Vett 

accompanied the hymns. 

 No children so no Sunday School. 

 Pastor Dick gave a wonderful message to us. 

 

 

JOYS AND CONCERNS:  

 Jean C, I will be gone the next 4 Sundays so to help Karen who will be filling in for 

me, please email Joys and Concerns to the office. See everyone when I get back. 

 Jean T, joy for a great vacation and glad to be back. 

 Pastor Dick, politics don’t belong in church but when a politician crosses the line 

something has to be said. Taking a nursing baby from its mother and other 

children from their parents and then quoting scripture to justify this is just wrong.  

 

 

BIBLE VERSES FOR NEXT WEEK:  

June 24, 2018     Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23) 32-49 

Psalm 9:9-20 (UMH 744) 

2 Corinthians 6:1-13 

Mark 4:35-41 

 



 

UPCOMING EVENTS:  

 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 

For next Sunday, June 24, we have the following: 

Liturgist – Mike Moore  

Usher – Pete Von Vett 

Sunday School – Betty Crawford 

Children’s Time -  

Fellowship – Potluck, everyone please bring a dish to share. 

 

*We are in need of volunteers for Sundays in July. Sign-up sheets are available on the 

table in Fellowship Hall see where you might be able to help out, or send an email to 

the office. Thanks! Anyone that is available to sing or play for Special Music any 

upcoming Sunday please let Jean, in the church office, know.  

 

SUPPORT DEER PARK PROGRAMS & MISSION:  

Click the links below to learn how you can support Deer Park UMC General Programs & 

Outreach: 

 “Music Revival” Instrument Program 

 Collecting shoes for Soles for Souls  

 Deer Park UMC is now registered with Amazon Smile.          

 Use Safeway or King Soopers Gift Cards 

 Join the UMC Market   

 Share Time & Talent at DPUMC 

Our Noisy Offering is being repurposed to the church’s general fund. Please drop your 

extra change in the bucket at the back of the sanctuary.  

 

 THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:  

I can take comfort in the peace of Jesus Christ. 

 

https://deerparkumc.org/blog/
https://deerparkumc.org/blog/
https://deerparkumc.org/about-us/support-dpumc/
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Deer Park UMC Mission Statement Deer Park UMC is a diverse community 

welcoming visitors and members of all backgrounds. Everyone is welcome! No 

exceptions! is not only motto but our mission statement. We extend the open 

hand of Christ’s love to any who would pass through our doors, regardless of age, 

faith, creed, race, nationality, special needs, marital status, financial or social 

status, gender identity or sexual orientation. We rejoice in our differences while 

inviting all to join our faith journey toward greater understanding and sincere 

mutual respect. No matter who you are, we’re glad you’re here! 

 

Contact information: 966 Rim Rock Road, Bailey, CO 

Send Mail to: P.O. Box 578 Pine, CO 80470  

Call the church office at 303-838-6759  

 

Deer Park United Methodist Church.  

Everyone is welcome! No exceptions!  

Pastor Dick McPherson: dickmcpherson@mac.com 

Jean C.: 303-838-6759 (Church Office)  

Website: www.deerparkumc.org  

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/dpumc 


